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does. She does not, however, copy his sentence structure
exactly, but uses her own emphasis, usually putting what is
to her the most important word first as, "Down fall the
ball," "All gone, Daddy" (to signify her father's departure).
The socialization process is achieved through daily associa-
tion with other children of approximately the same age.
The desire to play an adequate part in a group of one's
own age is more effective in developing self-discipline than
the admonitions and logic of parents. The following is an
example of discipline by the group: An aggressive six-year-
old boy hit one of the little girls in the play group and made
her cry. The little girl's mother saw what happened from
a window but said nothing. The other children did the
disciplining. "Tommie, you bad boy. You go right away.
You can't play with us if you hit Mary Jane. You go right
home/' they said. This was certainly an effective learning
situation for Tommie. He found that hitting other chil-
dren brought him no satisfaction at all, and that he must
modify his tactics in order to remain in the group.
The Tasks. — Learning is facilitated by a succession of
tasks within the child's ability which seem to him to be
important. These, ideally, are not problems set by the
parent, but rather difficulties that arise naturally in the
course of the child's constantly progressing activity.
Instruction and Guidance. — The effect of training on the
simpler skills is to give the instructed children only a tem-
porary initial advantage over the untrained group. \ In so
far as the skills that the preschool child learns are more
complex and intellectualized than those acquired in infancy)
it is to be expected that training will play a larger part in
increasing his repertory of knowledge and skills. When tasks
of three degrees of complexity were practiced by children
from five to six years of age, they showed only a slight
superiority over the group having no practice in the simplest
task; marked superiority in the more complex task; and still
greater superiority in the most complex learning* In this
case practice decreased individual differences in the per-

